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Oz

Bat1 iilkelerinde ortaya gikan oryantalizm kapsamindaki arastirma ve incelemeler 17.
yiizyilin son ceyregine dogru sistematik bir hale gelmistir. Akabinde de 19. yiizyilin
baslangicindan itibaren miistesriklerin Islamiyet’i konu edinen yaymlarin sayisi giin
gectikce artmistir. Hollanda, Fransa ve ingiltere gibi iilkelerde baslayan dogu arastirmalar
italya bilim adamlarinin da dikkatini cekmistir. italya oryantalizminin temsilcilerinden biri
de Leone Caetani’dir. Pozitivist, materyalist, makyavelist ve darwinist olan Caetani’nin Hz.
Peygamber’in hayatini kendi diislincelerine gore kaleme aldig1 Annali Dell’Islam adli eseri
1924 yihinda Hiiseyin Cahid Yalgin tarafindan Tiirkceye islam Tarihi adiyla terciime
edilmistir. Onyargili bir diisiinceyle yazilan bu kapsamli eser, Italya’da islam hakkindaki
arastirmalarin temel dayanagi olan bu calisma, birtakim cevreler tarafindan biiyiik bir
begeniyle takip edilirken, bir taraftan da Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti ilmi cevrelerinde biiyiik bir
infiale sebep olmustur. Caetani’nin Annali Dell'Islam adli eserini meydana getirirken islam
tarihinin temel kaynaklarindan azami dl¢iide faydalanmustir. Ancak, Caetani’nin Hz.
Peygamber’in hayat ile ilgili incelemeleri sonucunda verdigi bilgilere bakildiginda temel
kaynaklardaki bilgilere aykir1 degerlendirmeler yaptigi anlasilmistir. Ceatani’nin,
Miisliimanlarin siipheye yer vermeyecek sekilde kutsal olarak kabul ettigi degerler
hakkinda gercek olmayan ifadeler kullanmasi ve celiskilere diismesi eserine yoneltilen
elestirilerin baslica sebeplerindendir. Calismamizin amaci ise Miisliimanlarin sahip oldugu
en giivenilir dini kaynak olan Kur’an-1 Kerim'in cem edilmesi siirecinde meydana gelen
gelismeler hakkinda Caetani’nin eserini inceledigimizde, islim, Hz. Muhammed, onun
stinneti ve ashabi hakkinda hakarete varan bir tavir sergiledigi arastirmalar sonucunda
goriilmiis ve ilgili konularda ki iddialarin, islam tarihinin temel kaynaklarina gére hakikatle
bagdasmadig tespit edilmistir.
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Abstract

The research and studies within the scope of Orientalism that emerged in Western
countries became systematic towards the end of the 17th century. Subsequently, the
number of publications by orientalists on Islam has been increasing since the beginning of
the 19th century. The Eastern studies that started in countries such as the Netherlands,
France, and England also attracted the attention of Italian scientists. Leone Caetani is one
of the representatives of Italian Orientalism. Caetani, who was positivist, materialist,
Machiavellian, and Darwinian, wrote a comprehensive work called "Annali Dell'Islam" in
which he portrayed the life of Prophet Muhammad according to his thoughts. This work
was translated into Turkish as "Islam Tarihi" (History of Islam) by Hiiseyin Cahid Yal¢in in
1924. While this extensive work written with biased thinking was followed with great
admiration in Italy, it also caused a great stir among the academic circles of the Republic of
Turkey. Caetani used the primary sources of Islamic history in his Annali Dell'lslam.
However, it has been understood that Caetani made incorrect assessments about the
information in the primary sources when examining the life of Prophet Muhammad. The
main reasons for the criticism directed towards Caetani's work are his use of untrue
statements and falling into contradictions regarding values that Muslims consider sacred
without any doubt. Our study aims to examine Caetani's work regarding the developments
that occurred during the compilation process of the Quran, which is the most reliable
religious source of Muslims. It has been seen as a result of the research that Caetani
exhibited a disrespectful attitude towards Islam, Prophet Muhammad, his Sunnah, and his
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companions, and that the claims about these subjects do not correspond to the truth
according to the primary sources of Islamic history.
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