TSBS Bildiriler Dergisi 3 (2023), 131-134

Emevilerin Hilafete Gelme Sekillerini Dini-Siyasi Agidan Mesrulastirma
Cabalar1

Ayse Nur Boz
https://orcid.org/0009-0008-0665-6621 | &3 nurayse208@gmail.com

Yiiksek Lisans Ogrencisi, Ankara Yildirim Beyazit Universitesi, Ankara, Tiirkiye

Oz

Mesruiyet herhangi bir diisiince, tutum ve icraat1 yasal gésterme ve toplum tarafindan
kabul edilir hale getirme cabasidir. Mesruiyet, siyasal iktidarlarin varlik sebebi ve devam
etmesinin giivencesi, eylemlerinin birey ve toplum nezdinde kabul gériip uyulmasinin
yegane dayanagidir. Bu bakimdan siyaset, devlet, iktidar ve egemenligin séz konusu oldugu
alanlar aynmi zamanda mesruiyet alanlar1 oldugundan islam tarihi arastirmalari agisindan
Emeviler'in toplum go6ziinde mesruiyetini saglamlastirmak amaci ile kullandiklar:
argiimanlarin tespit edilmesi 6nem arz etmektedir. Emeviler'in yasadigi mesruiyet sorunu
hakkinda spesifik bir calisma bulunmamaktadir. islam tarihinde bir¢ok iktidarin
mesruiyetlerini saglamlastirmak icin dini arglimanlar1 kullanmasi séz konusu olmakla
birlikte Emeviler’in bu konuda ilk olmasi ve daha sonra bircok iktidar tarafindan taklit
edilmesi Islam tarihi i¢in énemli bir déniim noktasidir. Calismamizda spesifik olarak
Emeviler’in kurulus sekli, baska bir ifade ile hilafeti ele gecirme sekli sebebiyle yasadig
dini-siyasi mesruiyet ve s6z konusu mesruiyet problemini asmak icin basvurdugu ézellikle
ayet ve hadisleri kendilerine dayanak olarak kullanmalari, Hz. Peygamber’e yakinliklarini
vurgulamalar gibi yontemler ele alinacaktir. Amacimiz, adi gecen devletin yasadig: dini-
siyasi mesruiyeti asmak icin bagvurdugu yollari ve bu konuda amacina ulasip ulasmadiginm
tespit etmektir. Arastirmamizda yéntem olarak ise ilk dénem islam tarihinde yazilan genel
islam tarihi ve siyasetnime tiirii kaynaklarinin yam sira hadis kitaplarina bagvurulmustur.
Emeviler, kendilerinden once gelen Dért Halife Dénemi'nden farkli olarak hilafeti
secim/sura ile degil siyasi hilelere dahi bagvurarak ele gecirmeye ¢alismislardir. Bu siiregte
yasanan hakem olayi, Siffin Savasi islam tarihi agisindan hala tartisilagelen meselelerdir.
Hilafetin bu karigikliklar sonrasinda el degistirmesi dénemin ulemasinin yani sira
toplumun diger kesimleri tarafindan da siirekli elestirildi ve s6z konusu yénetim dini-siyasi
acidan itaate layik goriilmedi. Donemin yoneticileri ise hilafeti ele gecirmek i¢in verilen
miicadeleyi ve hilafeti ele gecirme seklinin kader oldugunu iddia ederek bu dini argiimanla
iktidarlarini kabul ettirmeye calismislardir. Ornegin Hz. Peygamber sonrasinda halife
secilen Hz. Ebubekir'e Allah'n halifesi anlaminda "Halifetullah" denilmis ancak o
Misliimanlar: uyararak kendisine "Halifetu Restlillah" denilmesini istemistir. Emeviler'de
ise halifeler icin "Emfnullah (Allah’in emin oldugu kimse) ve Halifetullah (Allah’in halifesi)
gibi sifatlarin kullanildigini gérmekteyiz. Birtakim uygulamalar ve séylemler iizerinden
hilafetlerini gliclendirmeye ¢alismislardir. Sadece kullandiklar: sifat itibari ile degil hac
emirligi gérevini kendileri ya da ailenden birinin tistlenmesi, camilerde géstermelik ve sekli
biat torenleri diizenlemeleri vb. uygulamalar ile halifelerin dinf kimliklerini siyasi alanda
aktif tuttuklari anlagilmaktadir. Emeviler'in temel mesruiyet sorunu islam tarihinde ilk
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olarak “din igin iktidar” anlayis1 yerine “iktidar i¢in din” anlayisini benimsenmis
olmalarindan kaynaklanmaktadir.
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Abstract

Legitimacy in governance plays a pivotal role, especially when it serves as the foundation
for accepting and perpetuating political powers. Historically, this has been evident in
various states, but the case of the Umayyad State presents a uniquely compelling
exploration. Unlike preceding Islamic rulers, the Umayyads pursued their claim to the
caliphate, not through consensus (shura) but strategic political maneuverings. Their
tenure, marked by significant events like the referee incident and the Battle of Siffin,
continues to be a topic of debate among historians and scholars of Islamic history. Central
to this study is understanding how the Umayyads sought to strengthen their legitimacy,
especially in the light of criticisms and skepticisms from various quarters, including the
ulama and other societal segments. Their legitimacy was further challenged by the
dramatic shift in the nature of caliphate accession and its stark departure from previous
norms. By investigating sources ranging from the general history of Islam to Siyasatnama
writings and hadith compilations, this study offers insights into the religious-political tools
the Umayyads employed. Notably, their evocation of religious verses and hadiths, aimed at
underscoring their proximity to Prophet Muhammad, was an evident tactic. Such was the
potency of this strategy that many subsequent powers in Islamic history mirrored it to
bolster their own reigns. The Umayyads also ventured beyond mere textual references.
Their choice of titles was symbolic, marking a distinct departure from earlier traditions.
For instance, while Caliph Abubakr chose the title "the Prophet's Caliph (Khalifa
Rasulullah)" after his election as caliph posts Prophet Muhammad, the Umayyads opted for
titles like "Aminullah (The one in whom Allah is sure)" and " Khalifatullah (Vicegerent of
God)" both carrying profound religious connotations. Additionally, the Umayyads
ingrained their religious identity within the political sphere. Their hands-on involvement
in religious duties and practices, such as leading hajj pilgrimages and hosting formal oath-
taking ceremonies in mosques, further highlights their endeavor to intertwine religion and
governance. However, the crux of the Umayyad legitimacy crisis lay in its foundational
approach to governance: a marked shift from harnessing power in the name of religion to
exploiting religious sentiments for political gain. This was the first time in Islamic history
that a dynasty appropriated religious tenets so explicitly for consolidating power, setting a
precedent that would be followed by many after. In conclusion, this research unravels the
multifaceted strategies the Umayyad State employed to address its legitimacy challenges,
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contributing significantly to our understanding of Islamic governance and the intricate

dance between religion and statecraft.
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