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Özet 
�HKLWOLNل NDYUDP×� J�Q�P�]GH� SHN� oRN� IDUNO×� GXUXPGD� EDتYXUXODQ��
�]HULQH�V|]�V|\OHQHQ��WDUW×تPD�NRQXVX�RODQ�ELU�ROJX�KDOLQH�JHOPLتWLU��
0HG\DGD� ´YDWDQ� �HKLGL�µت ´GHPRNUDVL� �HKLGL�µت ´GHYULP� �HKLGL�µت
´\DQJ×Q� �HKLGL�µت ´IXWERO� �HKLGLµت JLEL� KHU� \HQL� GXUXPGD� ELU� \HQLVL�
HNOHQHQ�IDUNO×ت�HKLWOLN�QLWHOHPHOHUL�LOH�NDUت×ODت×OPDNWDG×U��gWH�\DQGDQ�
ELOLPVHO� oDO×تPDODUGD� �HKLWOLNت NDYUDP×� �]HULQGHQ� ELU� DUDتW×UPD�
\DS×OG×̑×QGD� ELOKDVVD� %DW×� OLWHUDW�U�QGH� �HKLWOL̑LQت FLKDWOD� LOLتNLOL�
RODUDN� WHU|U� YH� LQWLKDU� H\OHPOHUL� ED̑ODP×QGD� HOH� DO×QG×̑×�
J|U�OPHNWHGLU�� %X� QHGHQOH� �HKLWOLNت ROJXVXQXQ� LON� RUWD\D� o×N×ت�
ED̑ODP×Q×Q�� �HKvGµت´ NHOLPHVLQLQ� EXJ�QN�� PDQDODU×Q×� ND]DQPD�
V�UHFLQLQ� RUWD\D� o×NDU×OPDV×� PHY]XEDKLV� NXOODQ×P� DODQODU×Q×� YH�
�HKLWOLNOHت LOJLOL� J�QFHO� WDUW×تPDODU×� DQODPD\D� �N×ت× WXWPDV×� Do×V×QGDQ�
|QHP�DU]�HWPHNWHGLU��ϥOJLOL� OLWHUDW�UGHت�HKLWOLN�ROJXVXQXQ�N|NHQL�LOH�
LOJLOL� ELU� LQFHOHPH� \DS×OG×̑×QGD�� NDYUDP×Q� ϥQJLOL]FH� OLWHUDW�UGHNL�
NDUت×O×̑×� RODQ� ´PDUW\UGRPµ�NHOLPHVLQLQ�N|NHQL� YH� EXJ�QN��PDQD\×�
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ND]DQPD�V�UHFL�KDNN×QGD�NHVLQ�YH�GHWD\O×�ELOJLOHUH�XODتPDN�P�PN�Q�
LNHQ�ϥVODPvت�HKLWOLN�ROJXVX�KDNN×QGD�ELU�PX̑ODNO×N�V|]�NRQXVXGXU��%X�
GXUXPXQ� LNL� Do×NODPDV×� RODELOHFH̑L� Gت��Q�OPHNWHGLU�� ϥONL�� %DW×�
OLWHUDW�U�QGHNL� oDO×تPDODUGD� �HKLWOL̑LQت N|NHQL� LOH� LOJLOL�� �HKLWOLNت
olgusunun Grek-Helen ve Yahudi-+×ULVWL\DQ� JHOHQH̑LQGHQ� |G�Qo�
DO×QG×̑×�� �HKvGµت´ WHULPLQLQ� GH� /DWLQ� GLOOHULQGHNL� NDUت×O×̑×� RODQ�
´PDUWXVµWDQ� WHUF�PH� HGLOGL̑L� LGGLDV×QD� GD\DQ×OPDV×G×U�� ϥNLQFLVL� LVH�
7�UNoH�OLWHUDW�UGHNL�LOJLOL�oDO×تPDODUGD�E|\OH�ELU�N|NHQ�DUDتW×UPDV×QD�
KLo� JLULOPH\HUHN� �HKvGµت´ NHOLPHVLQLQ� V|]O�N� DQODPODU×� LOH� �HKLWOLNOHت
LOJLOL�k\HW�YH�KDGLVOHUH�\HU�YHULOPHNOH�\HWLQLOPHVLGLU��%X�oDO×تPDQ×Q�
amac×�� �HKvGت YH� �HKkGHWت NDYUDPODU×Q×Q� DQODP� \|U�QJHVLQLQ� Do×̑D�
o×NDU×OPDV×�� ]DPDQOD� \�NOHQGLNOHUL� PDQkODU×Q� WHVSLW� HGLOPHVL� YH�
NDYUDP×Q� NXOODQ×OG×̑×� oD̑GDت� GXUXP� YH� YDNDODUOD� QDV×O�
LOLتNLOHQGLULOHELOHFH̑LQL� DQDOL]� HWPHNWLU�� .RQXQXQ� WDULKVHO� ER\XWXQD�
özellikle GLNNDW� HGHUHN�� LOJLOL� OLWHUDW�UGH� NDUت×P×]D� o×NDQ� EHOLUOL�
ROD\ODU×�PHWLQVHOOLJL�LoLQGH�GH̑HUOHQGLULS�DQODPODU×Q×�DQODت×O×U�N×OPD\×�
DPDoOD\DQ� EHWLPOH\LFL� ELU� \|QWHP� NXOODQG×N�� %X� OLWHUDW�U�� ϥVODP�
WDULKLQLQ� ELULQFLO� ND\QDNODU×�� $UDS� N�OW�U� YH� WRSOXPVDO� \DS×V×Q×�
\DQV×WDQ�$UDSت�LLUL�LOHت�HKLWOLNOH�LOJLOL�D\HW�YH�KDGLVOHUL�LoHUPHNWHGLU��
%DW×O×� DUDتW×UPDF×ODU×Q� |G�Qo� DOPD� LGGLDODU×Q×Q� VRPXW� ELU� GHOLOH�
GD\DQPDG×̑×��VDYDتPDQ×Q�YH�VDYDتWD�|OPH�LGHDOLQLQ�ϥVODPL\HW�|QFHVL�
$UDS�WRSOXPXQGD�GD�DVLO�ELU�H\OHP�RODUDN�DOJ×ODQG×̑×��HKvG�NHOLPHVLQLت�
ROXتWXUDQ� �h-Gµ-ت´ ILLO� N|N�Q�Q� $UDS� �LLUOHULQGHت ´VDYDتD� NDW×OPDNµ�
PDQDV×QGD�NXOODQ×OPDNWD�ROGX̑X��EXJ�QN��PDQkGDت�HKLW�NDYUDP×Q×Q�
LON� RODUDN� 0�WH� 6DYDت×·QGD� �HKLWت RODQODUD� GDLU�� +DVVkQ� E�� 6kELW·LQ�
�LLULQGHت ´P�VWHتKLGvQµ� RODUDN� NXOODQ×OG×̑×� oDO×تPDGD� XODت×ODQ� WHPHO�
VRQXoODU�ROPXتWXU� 
Anahtar Kelimeler 
'LQ�6RV\RORMLVLل��HKLWOLNل��HKkGHWل��HKvG��&LKDG 

  



168 ~ Türkiye Sosyal BLOLPOHU�6HPSR]\XPX�������%LOGLUL�g]HWOHUL�.LWDE× 

 

A Critical Archeology of the Phenomenon of Martyrdom 

Fatmanur Dikmen 

Research Asistant, Zonguldak Bülent Ecevit University 

Faculty of Theology, Department of Sociology of Religion 

Zonguldak, Turkey 

fatmanur.ilhan@beun.edu.tr 

ORCID: 0000-0001-9399-8831 

 

Kemal Ataman 

Professor, Marmara University 

 Faculty of Theology, Department of Sociology of Religion 

ϥstanbul, Turkey 

kemal.ataman@marmara.edu.tr 

ORCID: 0000-0001-5107-8367 

 
Abstract 
7KH�FRQFHSW�RI�PDUW\UGRP��VKDKčGD��KDV�EHHQ�XVHG�DQG�GLVFXVVHG�Ln 

various cases and situations in the media and academia today. 

Different definitions of martyrdom are encountered in the meantime, 

with a new addition almost in every new case such as "martyr of 

homeland," "martyr of democracy," "martyr of revolution," "martyr 

of fire," even "martyr of football." However, when the literature, 

especially Western literature, on martyrdom is analyzed, it becomes 

clear that the concept is studied in the context of terrorism and 

VXLFLGH�DWWDFNV�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�MLKčG��7KHUHIRUH��it is essential to reveal 

WKH�FRQWH[W�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�FRQFHSW��VKDKάG��ZDV�FRLQHG�DQG�WKH�SURFHVV�
through which it has gained its various current meanings to shed 

light on the usage areas mentioned above. However, when examining 

the origin of the phenomenon of martyrdom in the relevant 

literature, it is possible to have precise and sufficient knowledge 

about the origin of the word "martyrdom" and the trajectory of its 

mailto:kemal.ataman@marmara.edu.tr
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current meaning. In contrast, the ambiguity about the origin of the 

phenomenon of Islamic marW\UGRP��VKDKčGD��VWLOO�REWDLQV��7KHUH�PD\�
be two explanations for this: First, the concept of martyrdom in 

Western literature was borrowed from the Greko-Roman and Judeo-

Christian traditions, and the term "martyr" was translated from the 

Latin equivalent of "martus." Second, similar research on the origin 

of the concept is wanting in Turkish/Islamic literature; scholars seem 

to have been content with only the lexical definitions of the word 

�VKDKάG��DQG�KRZ�LW�RFFXUUHG�LQ�YHUVHV�DQG�KDGLWKV��7KH�SXUSRVH�RI�
this presentation is to figure out the trajectory of the concepts 

�VKDKάG� DQG� VKDKčGD�� DQG� GHWHUPLQH� WKH�PHDQLQJV� LW� KDV� DVVXPHG�
over time and to analyze how it can be related to contemporary 

situations and cases in which the concept is used.  Paying specific 

attention to the historical dimension of the subject matter, we used a 

descriptive method whose aim is to make intelligible the meaning of 

particular text-like events as they appeared in the literature. They 

include the primary sources of Islamic history, Arabic poetry 

reflecting the-then Arab culture and social structure, and verses and 

hadiths about martyrdom.  We conclude that Western scholars' 

argument that Muslims borrowed the concept of martyrdom from 

other cultures is not based upon any concrete and credible historical 

evidence because the ideal of fighting and dying at wars was 

perceived as a noble act even in pre-Islamic Arab society; that the root 

of the verb "sh-h-G��IRUPLQJ�WKH�ZRUG�PDUW\U��VKDKάG��KDV�EHHQ�XVHG�
in the sense of "joining the war" in Arabic poetry; and that the 

FRQFHSW��DV�XVHG�WRGD\��ZDV�FRLQHG�DV��PXVWDVKKHGάQ��E\�+DVVDQ�,EQ�
7KDELW�WR�KRQRU�WKRVH�ZKR�GLHG�DW�WKH�%DWWOH�RI�0X·WD� 
Keywords 
6RFLRORJ\�RI�5HOLJLRQ��0DUW\UGRP��6KDKčGD��6KDKάG��-LKčG 
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