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Oz

Oryantalizm din, dil, bilim, diisiince, sanat, tarih gibi alanlarda Dogu diinyasini inceleyen
ve Dogu hakkinda deger yargilar: iireten Bat1 kaynakli kurumsal bir faaliyet olup bu is ile
ugrasanlar da oryantalistlerdir. Oryantalistler Islam medeniyeti ve kaynaklarini sahaya
inerek yakinen incelemis bu alanda bircok eser meydana getirmislerdir. Lakin dogu Islam
toplumunu tammak amaciyla ¢iktiklar1 bu yolda sergiledikleri tutum, kendilerini istiin
¢ikarma ve Islam medeniyetini yerme {izerine kurulmustur. Miisliimanlar i¢in en énemli
kaynak olan, Kur’an-1 Kerim ve hadislerle ilgili temel kaynaklara aykir1 asilsiz iddialarda
bulunmuslardir. Bu oryantalistlerden birisi de italyan Leona Caetani’dir. Oryantalist bakis
agistyla kaleme aldig1 Annali Dell’'lslam adh eser, islam tarihi alaninda Batililar tarafindan
ekol bir kitap vasfi kazanmis ve bu alanda kendi sahasinda kaynak eser kabul edilmistir.
Osmanlicaya Hiiseyin Cahit Yal¢in tarafindan terclime edilen bu eser o giinkii Tiirkiye
Cumhuriyeti entelektiieli arasinda biiyiik bir kizginlik ve 6ftkeye yol agmis hakkinda
reddiyelerin yazilmasina sebebiyet vermistir. Caetani’nin islam Tarihi eserinde yer alan
hicretin iigiincii yilinda vuku bulan K&’b b. Esrefin katli konusu islam tarihinde hep
tartisilagelen bir konu olmustur. Nibiivvet Arabistan’da yayilmasi ile birlikte farkh
dengeler ortaya ¢ikmis, Mekke’den Medine’ye hicret ile de bu durum farkli bir héle
biiriinmiistiir. Yeni dinin Medine’deki dengeleri degistirmesine alisilamamis olmasi, bu
durumu bir tiirlii hazmedemeyen Yahudiler Hz. Peygamberi ve Islam’1 kiiciik diisiirmek i¢in
diismarnca faaliyetlere girismislerdir. Bu kimselerden birisi de Yahudi sair K&’b b. Esref olup,
katline kadar giden bu yolda Hz. Muhammed ve Miisliimanlara diismanligini ortaya koymak
icin elinden geleni yapmustir. Miisliimanlarin Bedir Gazvesini kazanmasi ile zirve yapan
diismanlhigi daha da artmis “beseriyetin hiikiimdar1” dedigi miisriklerin maglup olmast,
onda biiyiik bir hiiziin uyandirmistir. Bunun tizerine “Gergekten Muhammed bu kadar
insan1 8ldiirmiis ise yerin alt1 tistiinden daha hayirlidir.” diyerek beraberindekilerle Mekke
sehrine gitmistir. Orada bulunanlari galeyana getirip, acilarini daha da zinde tutmak igin
siirler yazmustir. Caetani, islam Tarihi eserinde K&'b b. Esref'in bu durumu ile alakali onun
Medine’ye dondiigiinde Hz. Peygamber’e ve yeni dine siddetli hiicumlar yaptigini hatta
Miisliiman kadinlarini bastan ¢ikarmaya bile ¢alistigini hasili Peygamber’in en ¢ok nefretini
kazanmak i¢in ve onu en ¢ok Sfkelendiren bir adam haline gelmek i¢in ne miimkiinse yapti
diyerek ne kadar tehlikeli ve rahatsiz edici bir diisman oldugunu dile getirmistir. Bu denli
tehlikeli disman karsisinda Hz. Peygamber ashabina sormus “Beni, K4'b b. Esref’in dilinden
kim kurtarir? Ciinkii o, Allah’1 ve Resuliinii rahatsiz etmektedir” buyurmustur. Bunun
tizerine bu isi Muhammed b. Mesleme kabul etmistir. Yaninda K&’b’in siitkardesi Eb(i Niile
b. Selame, Abbad b. Bisr. Haris b. Evs ve Eb{i Abs ile beraber K&’b b. Esref’i ortadan kaldirmak
icin plan yapip onu katletmislerdir. K&’b b. Esref’in 6ldiiriilmesi gesitli sebeplere binaen
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gerceklesmis olup nefsani ve hukuksuz bir katl degildir. Bu olayn tarihsel siireci igerisinde
sebep ve sonuglari ile birlikte arka plani iyice tetkik edilmeli, 6zellikle de K&’b b. Esref’in
dldiiriilmesinin keyfiyetine yogunlasmadan bir ¢ikarimda bulunulmalidir. Bir¢ok konuda
islam karsit1 sdylemlerde bulunan yeri geldiginde kendi fikrini sdylemekten ¢ekinmeyen
Caetani, Islam Tarihi eserinde Ka’b b. Esrefin katli konusunda karsi bir sdylemde
bulunmamustir. Calismamizda Caetani’'nin gorisleri merkeze alinarak degerlendirmesi

yapilmustir.
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Abstract

Orientalism is an institutional activity from the West that studies the Eastern world in fields
such as religion, language, science, thought, art, and history and produces value judgments
about the East. Those who are engaged in this work are orientalists. Orientalists have
closely examined Islamic civilization and its sources by going into the field and have
produced many works. However, their attitude to get familiar with Eastern Islamic society
was based on their superiority and the denigration of Islamic civilization. They made
groundless claims against the most crucial source for Muslims, the Holy Qur’an and hadiths.
One of these orientalists was the Italian Leona Caetani. His work Annali Dell'Islam, which
he wrote from an Orientalist point of view, was considered by Westerners as a school book
in Islamic history and was accepted as a reference work in its field. This work, translated
into Ottoman by Hiiseyin Cahit Yal¢in, caused great resentment and anger among the
intellectuals of the Republic of Turkey at the time and led to the writing of refutations. The
massacre of Ka'b Ashraf, which took place in the third year of the Hijrah, in Caetani's
History of Islam, has always been a debate in Islamic history. With the spread of the
Prophethood in Arabia, different balances emerged, and with the migration from Mecca to
Medina, this situation took on another aspect. The new religion could not get used to the
change in the balances in Medina, and the Jews, who could not digest this situation,
embarked on hostile activities to humiliate the Prophet and Islam. One of these people was
the Jewish poet Ka'b b. Ashraf, did his best to reveal his enmity to the Prophet Muhammad
and Muslims on this path leading to his murder. His enmity, which peaked with the victory
of the Muslims in the Badr War, increased even more, and the defeat of the polytheists,
whom he called "the ruler of mankind", aroused great sadness in him. He went to the city
of Mecca with his entourage, saying, "If Muhammad really killed so many people, the earth
is better than the earth above it". He wrote poems to arouse the people there and to keep
their pain even more vivid. Caetani, in his History of Islam, expressed what a dangerous
and disturbing enemy Ka'b b. Ashraf was by saying that when he returned to Medina, he
made violent attacks on the Prophet and the new religion, and even tried to seduce Muslim
women, in other words, he did everything possible to earn the Prophet's most hatred and
to become a man who angered him the most. In the face of such a dangerous enemy, the
Prophet asked his companions, "Who can save me from the speech of Ka'b b. Ashraf?
Because he disturbs Allah and His Messenger". Thereupon, Muhammad b. Maslama
accepted this job. Together with Ka'b's milk brother Abu Nailah b. Salamah, Abbad b. Bishr,
Haris b. Aws and Abu Abs, made a plan to eliminate Ka'b b. Ashraf slaughtered him—the
killing of Ka'b b. Ashraf took place for various reasons and was not a selfish and unlawful
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killing. The background of this event with its causes and consequences in the historical
process should be thoroughly analyzed, and inference should be made without focusing on
the arbitrariness of the killing of Ka'b b. Ashraf. Caetani, who makes anti-Islamic discourses
on many subjects and does not hesitate to express his opinion when necessary, did not
make a counter-discourse on the massacre of Ka'b b. Ashraf in his History of Islam. In our

study, we will evaluate Caetani's views by centering them.
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